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News Release

The University of Dayton

April 22, 1993
Contact: Pam Huber
GILV ARY HONORED WITH UD DEGREE
FOR LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE

DAYTON, Ohio- James P. Gilvary, University of Dayton graduate and former chair
of its board of trustees, will receive an honorary doctor of humane letters degree Sunday,
May 2, at spring commencement exercises. He will be honored for his professional
competence, appreciation of human reason, skill at ethical inquiry, and life of service and
leadership. "James Gilvary embodies the ideals of a Marianist education," the citation reads.
Gilvary was named valedictorian of his Dayton Chaminade High School class before
he received, again as valedictorian, a bachelor's degree in psychology from UD in 1951. A
scholarship student at Western Reserve University, he received his law degree in 1954.
Professionally, he has served as law director of the City of Kettering, assistant
Montgomery County prosecutor and assistant attorney general for the State of Ohio. He has
been a partner in the firms of Staley and Gilvary, Smith and Schnacke, and Thompson, Hine
and Flory. He was elected judge of the Montgomery County Common Pleas Court in 1990.
As a servant of the community, he has served on boards such as those of the Siena
Home for the Aged and the Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra. He has served as president of
the Dayton Bar Association and president of the Legal Aid Society of Dayton.
And he has served his alma mater. Active in alumni affairs, he became president of
the board of governors of the National Alumni Association in 1970. Two years later he
~

joined the University's board of trustees for the first of two nine-year periods on the board.
His last three years on the board, he chaired it.
"He has achieved professional competence of the highest level," reads the citation.
"But he has achieved more- as a husband, father and grandfather, as a member of the
Catholic Church and as an alumnus of the University of Dayton. He has committed his life
to leadership and to service."
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